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SECRET NATO 03872 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, PGOB, WB, GE, GW, US, UK, UR, ER 
SUBJECT: SOVIET APPROACH ON ALLIED FLAG TOURS: NATO 
BRIEFING 

REF: BONN 8624 

1 . IT APPEARS FROM RECENT TRAEFIC THAT NATO ALLIES WILL 
SOON BE AWARE OE DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING ALLIED ACCESS 
RIGHTS TO EAST BERLIN, AND THEY MAY NOT DEFER INQUIRIES 
UNTIL THE BONN GROUP HAS DEVELOPED A EULL BRIEFING. IF 
WE SHOULD RECEIVE INQUIRIES EROM ALLIES REGARDING BERLIN, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO BE IN A POSITION TO SAY AT LEAST THAT 
PROBLEMS HAVE ARISEN WITH REGARD TO ALLIED PATROLS AND 
THAT A SPECIAL BRIEFING ON THESE DEVELOPMENTS IS BEING 
PREPARED EOR PRESENTATION TO THE COUNCIL AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. WE WOULD ALSO PROPOSE A BRIEE ANNOUNCEMENT 
PREPARED BY THE BONN GROUP AND MADE BY THE QUADRIPARTITE 
SPOKESMAN TO THE NAC ON MAY 25 TO THE SAME EFFECT. 
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2. SUCH AN APPROACH, IF TAKEN EARLY, WILL LIKELY FORE- 
STALL DEEPER PROBING, MINIMIZE POSSIBLE EMBARRASSMENT, 
DEMONSTRATE OUR DESIRE TO KEEP THE OTHER ALLIES INFORMED 
OF IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS IN BERLIN, AND MAKE IT EASIER 
FOR THE QUADRIPARTITE POWERS TO MAINTAIN THE SUPPORT OF 
THE OTHER ELEVEN. WHILE AN INCOMPLETE INITIAL ANSWER TO 
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ALLIED QUERIES MAY NOT BE FULLY SATISEYING, WE RELIEVE 
THE ALLIES ARE AWARE OE THE SENSITIVITY OE BERLIN PROBLEMS 
AND WILL BE WILLING TO AWAIT THE PROMISED EULL BRIEFING. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: WE SUGGEST THAT BONN GROUP BE ASKED 
TO PROVIDE THEIR NATO DELEGATIONS WITH (A) TEXT EOR CO- 
ORDINATED RESPONSE TO POSSIBLE ALLIED INQUIRIES ON BERLIN 
DEVELOPMENTS AND (B) TEXT OE BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
PROMISED EULL BRIEFING FOR USE BY QUADRIPARTITE SPOKES- 
MAN AT MAY 25 NAC. BENNETT 
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